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Gillhams Fishing Resort

-Where Conservation meets an Angler’'s Passion.

Gillhamst9& E{&RiT

by Thane Holland  Photos: Jonathan Salisbury
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In sleepy Krabi, Thailand sits arguably one of
the world’s finest freshwater fishing venues. Nested in
a valley surrounded by lush greenery and picturesque
views is Gillhams Fishing Resort. The juxtaposition of
natural beauty versus the resort'’s modern day amenities
is perfectly balanced within the confines of the property.
Equally well balanced is the conservationist spirit of
Gillhams with the fact that it was created as a refuge to
catch monster fish.

There are 48 different species swimming beneath
the lake’s twelve acre surface. From giant freshwater
stingrays, massive Mekong Catfish and the world
renowned Arapaima, every cast is a potential world
record catch.

What makes Gillhams unique is not only the
incredible opportunity anglers have of landing monster
fish, but the care in which is afforded the fish. For
example, the only equipment guests may use is that which
is provided or approved. There are no exceptions. The
only hooks that may be used are barbless or crushed.
There are no exceptions. Catch and release is taken to
a whole new level: Catch, rejuvenate and release. The
fish are netted in the water after you catch them and not
released until your guide feels the fish has recovered
sufficiently. Antibiotics are applied at the hooK’s point of
entry to assure infections are avoided.

Each species is handled differently based on the
fish’s biology. Watching and listening to the many guide’s
handling and knowledge of the fish is refreshing and quite
educational.

Upon entering Gillhams, you are handed a
booklet which outlines the mission of the resort and the
guidelines. Anyone with a passion for angling would
declare this booklet as gospel. It set the tone quite clearly
that Gillhams, while wanting to provide their guests with
a once in a lifetime opportunity to catch monster fish, is
all about the fish. If at any point you do not listen to your
guide or jeopardize the health of any fish, you will be
asked to leave. Do not let this be intimidating. The guides
actually prefer to teach and educate anglers. The patience
and help that guides provide guests is unparalleled in my
angling experience. I have fished in 42 countries. The
guides at Gillhams are hands down the best I have ever
encountered.

Stuart Gillham’s vision of his world class fishing

resort began in 2005. He and his crew built this beautiful
lake on a previous rubber and palm oil plantation. Two
years later after considerable construction and after

all biological concerns were addressed; the lake was
opened to anglers. Gillhams has been a world class
fishing destination since. Many of the celebrity fishing
personalities on Discovery Channel, National Geographic
and Animal Planet have fished Gillhams and even shot
footage there.

Other than the fishing magnificence, I cannot
speak highly enough of the staff at Gillhams. The patience,
professionalism and personality that the staff shares with
their guests is appreciated and contagious.

Being primarily a saltwater angler, I arrived to
Gillhams not knowing what to expect. I must admit I
did not set the stage with much professionalism as I was
hungover and missed the van’s pick up from my hotel.
After finally prying my eyes open two hours later than the
alarm was set, I grabbed a tuk tuk and made my way the
25 minute ride to Gillhams. Not knowing the staff at this
point and wasting their time by missing my scheduled
pick up (and the fact that I probably reeked of cheap Thai
whiskey), I was prepared for a lashing. The guides laughed
and simply asked if I wanted to fish or grab another drink.
This immediately put me at ease and I responded that I'd
like to do both! Again, not being that versed in freshwater
fishing (especially the species at Gillhams) I simply
watched and learned for the first couple of hours. My goal
was to ease into the experience. In fact, embarrassingly, I
allowed my guide to cast for me for the first hour (perhaps
a consequence of still being hung-over). I decided that
I would take the time to ask questions and familiarize
myself with the place before I got to the serious angling.
The first day was spent with great conversations about
fishing, the property and most importantly, the people
that make Gillhams possible. The first day’s experience
convinced me to stay for an additional 4 days.

For those that love to fish, those that love natural
beauty, those that want to learn how to fish and those
that just want to hang out with incredible people that
have a passion for fishing, Gillhams is a destination that
you must visit. Guests may choose day trips or to stay on
the property. The bungalows are luxurious, the on-site
restaurant’s food delicious, the staff is wonderful and the
fish are monsters. Gillhams is truly world class.

If you'd like to learn more about Gillhams Fishing Resort you may
visit http://www.qgillhamsfishingresorts.com or you may email info@

gillhamsfishingresorts.com

www.ningboguide.com

AUGUST 2013 / THE NINGBO GUIDE

25



— o TR o

'y 1 ! 4 ] .q.{ s
e ﬁ( H‘;‘ﬁ' ,fet;{;';"‘.-‘“f“, {

=R

26 THE NINGBO GUIDE / AUGUST 2013 www.ningboguide.com www.ningboguide.com AUGUST 2013 / THE NINGBO GUIDE 27




28 THE NINGBO GUIDE / AUGUST 2013

www.ningboguide.com

REEXK, XMEFHAE, TGS
RERIFHRKI BT —, REELSZH
B=Gillhams$y & E R+, mMESWLLZRK, HEB
BAE, NRUE. BARNESEBRAHIKKE
FIRMEAEX AR EEE T RENME. MEHIE
FFNIEEE, Gillhams RiFEABEEES,
5Hit A RBABERIX—ISE.

HEREFEEBTHARNEZE, NEXMHR
KERE, BIERRERMBATRE AR RE
ZWEBERE, BXHMEE AT s R EI A LA
EHRERHKE.

Gillhamsky 45 2 A AR F IR A ES
FE—THEKEMESIS, EETHTF&ILW
BB, flan, HEEE MR EHAGillhamsi2
fit, expish; FERMBHUT—HIINMIRTEN
BY. LEAN, FERAMBEMBIRAR T N2
KE. IR, WEFEH, RERE. BHEREIR
aEFAEKD, BRESRBEIIEERSRE
TIREAATMUEE. $9AOLE EEER, U
B R,

SNaMEREENEYE, WX
. NEFZESE)LALIEMERIT b1 &
LEIRMIHRSATE—#, THEX.

#AGillhams, SHER—A/NMEF, BE
A T EBRAMEEFEN. §S—PENREE

#HIXEE L X FGillhamsPI B ERMNER, &

www.ningboguide.com

XA NP TFUAERE. CEEHERT: R
EGillhams A ERERME T — X FHAEERR A
amils, BR&ILNE—Y]. GREFETME
FESHERRERE&EMEBRNITA, &5
FHXE. HEXFRT. Bhrt, ASEEER
HRENE. ERNENZEHT, JIILHESH
TR ORI A A . R ERNE
RETE. EXEE, Gillhams MESEERT
HERIFRY.

Stuart Gillham#43E ttt 5748 $4 £ B b Y 2
SIAT 200545, RFNfB TIEARGE—NZH
RN A R A i T R AL T XN ETAY
iR, MEZRE, SYAMENRIEMFRAE
EMEFEMIERNZE, XERBFAEENE
Frig. 7EMLAE, Gillhamsph T —4bagt 2R
it BHtt. IRESE. ERMIBFIME TR
B AN KE Gillhams $18, HEEFEX
BHEBETH

BTHEEAFZ, GillhamstIRTHERZE
A#ET. BIMEFENGO. TlMERE
BEgE, BEFARELN.

ZHl, BEZEERKXHE, Fix
GillhamsZ 5, FHHFRMEBE R LUAFLA 4.

R BAIN, RFREHEENAZ T LMIA;
EENE, EEBRENERED T EBEIMER

HHEEE. WunmIam ks, RARE
TR, MT =%, LT250MEEAE
i% Gillhams. HIFAEXFEERABHRT
EFEASIERE, MEREXRA (FXL, &S
TAREEEEMMERER LT ZER  REKHE
BFEZIHIT. AW, BSREETE, (UXE
TT, ZAREENEBLRBEB . X134
HEWRT TR, RMEEZERREHNE! BR, #
FHARNBRERKXE (LEEGillhams
BEM , FEAOLNMKE, RIAREREM
%3], EWERREMEIBRET LhrkE, &
AR, EE—Nk, RNFERSTER
BagiEkp (SFRITEHEENGED .
EERNGEZA, RREZSLERIE R, ik
HOHARXMA. F—RBORIEAETEE, #
%, URREEMZiLGillhams A FTEERIA -
F—RMEFHILEREAEXESHIX.

MFRLEHENE ., REARER. 8
EEI M E R BLINEES S AMELL
EEAAZHEIA—RBLE AR,
GillhamsZ % Bl Z &b, 5% AT LUERE Biifsk =
EEA. XEMTEREE, SHIEENRYIE
W, RIAZE, &JLEX, Gillhams RIEZ
R%.

& Fhttp://www.gillhamsfishingresorts.com{ % % i # Zinfo@gillhamsfishingresorts.com .

AUGUST 2013 / THE NINGBO GUIDE

29




30 THE NINGBO GUIDE / AUGUST 2013 www.ningboguide.com www.ningboguide.com AUGUST 2013 / THE NINGBO GUIDE 31




